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View Camera:  With a view Camera light comes directly from the subject through the main lens 

and is viewed via a focusing screen (ground glass) at the back of the camera. The lens reverses the 

image so it appears upside down and backwards. The photographer focuses and composes using 

this projected image. In order to see the image better a dark cloth is used to block out light. Before 

a picture is taken the ground glass (focusing screen) is replaced by a plate/sheet film holder. 

 

1.  Manufacturer: E. & H. T. Anthony       

Model:  Climax Imperial   

 8 x 10" plate 

Built :   c. 1873 New York, USA 

Lens:  E. Suter Basel Aplanat A. No.5 

 

 

The Studio Camera was a heavily built camera. They were large wooden bellows view cameras, 

that stood on a sturdy tripods used in studios only, for still life and portrait photography from mid 

to late 1800's. 

At that time in photography Carte de Visite and Cabinet size photos were popular and the studio 

photographer became very prosperous making portrait photos. 

1 a .  Carte de Visite:  

In 1854 Disdéri invented the making of several exposures on one light sensitive glass plate. Eight 

exposures could be made on one plate and 8 images at once could be printed on one large sheet of 

albumen photo paper. After developing and drying, the sheets were cut 

into 8 pictures and each picture was glued upon a 2 ½ x 4 inch piece of 

cardboard. This became the Carte de Visite (CDV) and became very popular 

all over the world.  

Families and friends who were spread out over the globe because of 

colonization could exchange photos which were kept in family CDV albums. 

The CDV cards were an important step towards standardization in the photography business. 

1 b . Cabinet Cards: 

By the 1870's the popular portrait image format Carte de Visite were slowly being replaced by the 

larger Cabinet Card. The Cabinet card measured 4½ x 6 ½ inches. 

Photos taken at Atelier Photographique de R. Soublette Curaçao 1874-1894. Unknown persons. 

1 c.  Family Album: 

A typical family Carte de Visite and Cabinet card album. Seen are  photos taken 

by the Pearsall Brothers from New York traveling photographers to Curaçao  

1863-1864. Unknown persons. 

1 d .  Waterhouse Stops: 

These were thin sheets of metal/brass with a hole punched in the 

middle. The accompanying lens had a slot cut into the side of its barrel 

through which one of these thin sheets of metal could be inserted. By 

using sheets with different hole-diameters it was possible to vary 

amount of light that was transmitted (aperture control). This in turn allowed the photographer to 

achieve the correct exposure conditions. 

1 e . Lens Hood or Lens Shade: 

A device used on the end of a lens to block the sun or other light source to 

prevent glare. 



 

 

2.  Manufacturer: Unknown       

Model:  Reisekamera  

 18 x 24cm plate 

Built:   c. 1920 in Germany ? 

Lens: Trousse with  interchangeable lens elements 

This Reisekamera belonged to my grandfather M. van Veldhoven sr. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reisekamera  or Chambre de Voyage were a popular wooden bellows plate cameras, a sub 

group of the view cameras. They were manufactured in large quantities in specialised 

cabinetmaker's work shops in particular Eastern Germany and the Alsace France from 1860 and 

reached their peak of popularity between 1895-1914.  

These cameras would be distributed through well-known manufacturers but also would emerge 

sometimes nameless and sometimes with the store, retailer or distributor names attached, causing 

confusion with regard to origin. The Reisekamera are large format, unlike the much lighter field 

cameras, but not so cumbersome as the studio camera  and can be folded up for easy transport. 

 

2 a.  Photographic Plate: 

Negative on glass plate. 

 

 

2 b. Plate holder Cassette: 

A wooden cassette that housed the photographic plate and inserted in the back of 

the camera when a photo was to be taken. 

2 c. Lens: 

Trousse with interchangeable lens elements which can be combined to 

form many different focal length lenses (see chart in display). 

 

2 d. Focusing Loup: 

Einstell-Lupe Express-Patent 

Used to focus on focusing screen at the back of the camera. 

Making a photo: 

After the picture is composed and focused, sometimes with the aid of a loupe the focusing screen is 

replaced by the plate holder. The lens is covered with its cap, and the dark slide removed from the 

plate holder. When all is clear, the lens cap is removed for the required exposure time and replaced 

 

2 e. Sepia photo in bottom shelf Family M. van Veldhoven sr.; Opa Mies, Oma Til and 

my father Michel van Veldhoven c. 1923. 

 

2 f. Black & white print from negative glass plate; my great grandfather Peer 

van Veldhoven with his daughter Cis and her family. Photo taken by M. van 

Veldhoven sr  c. 1920. 



 

 

3.  Manufacturer: Unknown       

Model:  Reisekamera  C.A.P. Ivens & Co  

 Retailer; Het Nederlandsch Foto Technische Bureau  

 13 x 18cm plate 

Built:   c. 1919 in Germany ? 

 

 

4.  Manufacturer: Unknown       

Model:  Reisekamera   

 13 x 18cm plate 

Built:   c. 1920 in Germany ? 

 

 

 

3 & 4 a . Assortment plate cassettes 

 

 

Tropen Cameras or Tropical Cameras  are wooden bellows view cameras. They were a sub 

group of the field camera. The wood used was often teak. Teak wood is climate and termite 

resistant, it withstood moisture and insect invasions. Before synthetic glues, traditional horse hoof 

glues were popular but certain tropical insects thrived on this glue, therefore instead camera body 

parts were screwed together and the joints reinforced with inset brass or high nickel content steel 

angle straps.  

 

5.  Manufacturer: Emil Busch A.G. 

Model:  Field Camera Tropen model   

 9 x 12cm plate 

Built:   c. 1905 Rathenow, Germany 

This camera was donated in 1960 by Hans van 

Draanen, artist and curator of the Curaçao 

Museum  circa late 50's - 1963. 

Body is made of teak with black and nickel  fittings and black bellows. 

 

 

6.  Manufacturer: Orionwerk A.G.  

Model:  Tropen  Rio 5C   

 9 x 12cm plate 

Built:   c. 1905 Hannover, Germany 

This camera was donated in 1962 by Pater 

P.H.F. Brenneker,  who lived on Curaçao from 

1946-1996. 

It has a teak body, with brass binding and fittings, brown leather bellows 

and focusing hood. The Rio was a very well made and finished tropical camera, typical of German 

construction of the time. 

 



 

 

Field cameras  are view cameras that were originally made of wood and had a bellows. These 

cameras can be folded in a compact size and are light and portable. 

The "modern" field camera can be made of metal  and sometimes their bellows are substituted to 

be even more compact .  

Some field cameras had controls such as tilt, shift and swing which allowed the lens and film to be 

shifted and tilted with respect to each other and with respect to the subject. 

Certain press cameras fall under this group of cameras. 

 

7.  Manufacturer:  Linhof Präzisions-Kamera-Werke 

Model:  Technika III 

 10 x 12cm plate 

Built:   1950 Munich, 

 Germany 

This camera was donated by 

Jos Dumoulin, press 

photographer of the Amigoe late 50's to mid 60's. 

The Linhof was the first all metal field camera and often referred to as "Press Camera". 

 

8.  Manufacturer:  Heinrich Ernemann A.G. 

Model:  Ernemann Klapp 9x12 

 9 x 12cm plate 

Built:   1910 Dresden,  Germany 

These cameras were made from 1901-1924. Strut 

folding plate camera with focal plane shutter, focusable 

lens and collapsible Newton finder. They were available 

in several sizes. Used for several occasions including 

press photography. 

 

9.  Manufacturer:  Mamiya Camera Co. 

Model:  Mamiya 23 Standard 

 6 x 7cm , 6 x 9cm plates/sheets/film 

Built:  1965 Tokyo, Japan 

The standard 23 is a medium format 

rangefinder camera, designed to accept 

interchangeable backs (plates, sheets and film 

 roll pack). It had a left handgrip mount and 

known  as the "Mamiya Press Camera". 

 

 

9 a . Interchangeable Backs 

The interchangeable backs  

could be fitted to both sizes 6 x 7cm  

or 6 x 9cm. 

 

 



 

 

The Stereo camera is a type of camera with two or more lenses. This allows the camera to 

simulate human binocular vision and therefore gives it the ability to capture three dimensional 

images a process known as stereo photography. 

Stereoscopy is a technique for creating or enhancing the illusion of depth in an image by 

presenting two offset images separately to the left eye and right eye of the viewer. These two 

dimensional images are then combined in the brain to give perception of 3D depth. 

Stereoscopy or 3D which is fashionable today is not a new invention, back in 1851 Queen Victoria 

of England was captivated by stereo  photography and quickly the new rage became popular all 

over the world. In 1859, Oliver Holmes invented a compact hand held viewer (see 13 B) and  a new 

form of entertainment was created. By the 1860's stereoscopes (viewers) could be found in almost 

every American parlor of the middle class and up.  In 1901 one of the three major stereographic 

companies of this period Underwood & Underwood published 25,000 stereographs a day !  Overall 

an estimated three hundred million stereographs were issued between 1854 and 1920. 

The first wave of stereo photography 1850's - 1890's was dominated by professional  

photographers.  A new period of stereo photography began early 20th century when commercial 

stereo cameras were available see cameras 10, 11, 12, 13 & 14.  A third period started in the 50's 

see camera 15 and a small resurrection occurred in the 80's and 90's when cameras became 

available with lenticular printing, a technology in which an image is produced with an illusion of 

depth,  see camera 16. Today, 3D films and TV monitors have again brought new awareness to 3D. 

 

10.  Manufacturer:  Thornton Pickard Manufacturing 

  Co. 

Model:  Stereo Puck 

  Eight exposures  2 ¼  x 1 ½"  on 120 roll  

  film 

Built:  c. 1932 Altrincham, England  

 

 

11.  Manufacturer: Jules Richard 

Model:  Verascope 

  Two exposures on 45 x 107mm plates 

  held in a changing box, push-pull 

  mechanism 

Built:  1930 Paris, France  

 

 

11 a. Sterelief  Stereo viewer:  c. 1930 

 

 

12.  Manufacturer: Blair Camera Co. 

Model:  Weno Stereo  

Two  exposures, 3 ¼ x 3 ¼" on 101 roll film 

Built:  c. 1900 in Rochester, New York 

Blair Camera Co. was acquired by Eastman in 

1899 but was run independently until c.1908 

when it was absorbed into Eastman as the Blair Camera Division. 



 

 

 

13.  Manufacturer: Unknown 

Model:  Ivens & Co.  Stereo Field 

  Camera 

  8 x 16cm plate 

Built:  c. 1919 Germany  

  /Netherlands ? 

13 A. Plate cassettes 

 

 

 

13 b. Underwood & Underwood Stereo Viewer  c. 1902 

 

 

13 c .  Assortment of Stereo photographs 1890-1910 

 

 

14.  Manufacturer: Voigtländer  & Sohn 

Model:  Stereflectoskop  

  Two  exposures,  6 x 6cm on a 6 x 13cm  

  plate held in a push-pull  changing box  

  for 12 plates 

Built:  1925-1928 Braunschweig,  Germany 

 

15.  Manufacturer: Witt (Iloca Werk, Wilhelm Witt) 

Model:  Iloca 

 35mm  film 

Build: 1956 Hamburg, Germany  

 

 

 

15 a. Stereo Graphic Viewer 3D Graflex  c. 1960 

15 B. Assortment 35 mm stereo slides 

 

 

16.  Manufacturer: Image Tech 

Model: 3D Magic Disposable Camera 

  35mm film 

Built:  1995 in the USA  

Camera donated by Ben Smit, Curaçao.  

A 3D disposable camera, with 3 lenses that can produce auto 

stereoscopic prints,  three dimensional images that do not require 

any glasses or special equipment to view. To produce the 3D prints the film must be sent to a 

lenticular printer for processing. 

 



 

 

Folding Camera is a camera with bellows that can be folded so that the camera takes up less 

space when not in use. Many folding cameras allow variations of their bellows length, this making 

the bellows also the means for focusing. 

 

17.  Manufacturer: Ansco 

Model: No. 3A Folding Ansco 

 12 exposures, 3 ¼ x 4¼" on 118 roll film 

Built: 1914-1932 Bringhamton, New York  

 

 

18.  Manufacturer: Eastman Kodak Co. 

Model: No. 3A Folding Pocket Kodak 

 Model B4 

 12 exposures, 3 ¼ x 4¼" on 118 roll 

 film  

Built: 1903-1912 Toronto, Canada  

 

 

19.  Manufacturer: Eastman Kodak Co. 

Model: No. 3 Folding Pocket Kodak 

 Model E3 

 12 exposures, 3 ¼ x 4¼" on 118 roll film  

Built: 1907 Rochester, New York  

 

 

20.  Manufacturer: Eastman Kodak Co. 

Model: No. 3A Folding Brownie 

 Camera 

 Model A 

 3¼ x 5½" exposures on 122 

 roll film  

 Built: 1909-1915 Toronto, Canada 

 

 

21.  Manufacturer: Eastman Kodak Co. 

Model: No. 2 Folding Pocket Brownie 

 Model B 

 6 exposures, 2 ¼ x 3 ¼" on 120 roll film 

Built: 1907 Toronto, Canada  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

22.  Manufacturer: Eastman Kodak Co. 

Model : No. 3 Folding Brownie 

 Model B 

 3 ¼  x 4¼" exposures on 124 roll film 

Built: c. 1906 Rochester,  New York 

 

23.  Manufacturer: Eastman 

 Kodak Co. 

Model: Screen Focus No.4 

 4 x 5" exposures  

 on roll film or plates 

Built:  1904-1910  

Rochester,  New York 

 

The No. 4 Screen Focus was one of the first rollfilm cameras to feature a ground glass focusing 

screen. The unique rollfilm holder was held by hinge pins to the top of the camera back, allowing it 

to be swung up so that a ground glass focusing screen could be attached for accurate framing and 

focusing. A dark slide would cover the film opening on the back so that the film would not be 

exposed when the back is up in this position. When not mounted to the back of the camrea  the 

screen focusing is stored in a slot on the right side of the back of 

the camera. 

 

24.  Manufacturer:  Voigtländer & Sohn 
Model: Bergheil  9 x 12 

 9 x 12cm plates 
Built: 1914-1920  Braunschweig, Germany 

 

 

 

25.  Manufacturer: ICA  A.G. 

Model: Ideal  6½ x 9 

 6½ x 9cm plates 

Built: 1909-1920 Dresden, Germany 

 

 

26.  Manufacturer: Voigtländer & Sohn 

Model: Bergheil  4½ x 6 

 4½ x 6cm plates 

Built: 1919-1927 Braunschweig, Germany  

 

 

24 - 26  A   Assorted cassetes: 

Cameras 24, 25 and 26 were plate cameras, they took  either  glass plates or a sheet film. Sheet 

films were individual sheets of acetate or polyester film base rather than rolls and were placed in 

cassettes. They were initially supplied as an alternative to glass plates. 


